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America, 617-353-8705, egilgan@aia.bu.edu.
UM EDUCATOR HONORED FOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO ARCHAEOLOGY 
MISSOULA—
Professor Patty Jo Watson, faculty affiliate of The University of Montana Department 
of Anthropology, has been awarded the Archaeological Institute of America’s Pomerance 
Award for Scientific Contributions to Archaeology.
AIA presents the prestigious award annually to a professional or amateur scientist or a 
team whose interdisciplinary work merits recognition. Watson will receive the Pomerance 
Award Jan. 5 at a ceremony during AIA’s 108th annual meeting in San Diego.
Watson is Edward Mallinckrodt Distinguished University Professor Emerita of the 
Department of Anthropology, Washington University, St. Louis. After her retirement, she and 
her husband moved to Missoula.
Since 2003, she has taught UM classes in archaeological theory and has served as 
informal adviser for University students working in fields in which she has carried out 
research.
Her work in Salts Cave, Kentucky, changed the way agriculture in eastern North 
America is defined. Watson set a high standard for New World and Old World research with 
that work and her work in the Middle East.
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Among her many significant contributions to the field of archaeology is the refinement 
and application of flotation technology to recover small items such as ancient seeds and tiny 
bones.
Major contributions to archaeological theory are presented in Watson’s book 
“Explanation in Archaeology: An Explicitly Scientific Approach,” and the fields of 
archaeology and ethnology are combined in her book “Archaeological Ethnography in Western 
Iran. ”
Watson has actively served AIA, as well as the Society for American Archaeology, the 
National Academy of Science and the American Anthropological Association.
Founded in 1879, AIA is North America’s oldest and largest organization devoted to 
archaeology. The institute was chartered by the U.S. Congress in 1906 and currently has 
nearly 8,000 members in the United States, Canada and overseas.
Information about AIA is online at http://www.archaeological.org.
For information about UM’s programs in archaeology, go online to the University’s 
Department of Anthropology Web site, http://www.anthro.umt.edu.
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